34                        WHAT ARE THE JEWS

antiquity the Jewish people received accessions
from the outside* The notorious Herod was de-
scended from the Idumaeans whom John Hyrcanus
had forced to become Jews. Before the coming of
Christianity, a considerable number of Greeks and
Romans were converted to Judaism. Dr. Edwyn R.
Bevan ascribes the. large number of Jews in the
Roman Empire, to some extent, to the accession of
proselytes.1 And even during the Christian era,
though Constantine made conversion to Judaism a
capital offence, some individual Christians did become
Jews. A whole non-Christian people in Southern
Russia was converted to Judaism in the seventh or
eighth century* There is, therefore, clear evidence
that the Jews do not have a common ancestry; though
comparatively few in number, they include a con-
siderable diversity of origins.

If ever there was a Jewish race, it must long ago
have lost its racial homogeneity through intermarriage
and conversion. The isolation of the Jews was a
reality only in the ghetto period of Jewish history,
and even then it was not complete. Environment
has been another factor obliterating in the modern
world the racial demarcations of the Jews, Its work-
ing has perhaps been most evident in the United
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